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The Honorable Julius Oenachowski
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
44S 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554--0005

-.' ,., .. ,..

. Dear Chairman 'Oenachowski,

I write today to request that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) consider the needs ofmy constituents
. in Gila and Pinal Countics, as the FCC continues the adjudication process regarilliig WI Docket No. 09·104.

,Both Oila and Pinal Counties contain some ofArizODJ1's most sparsely populated aJ'eali. Ensuring access to both
fixed and mobile telecommunications has been and continues to be a cha1.1enge. Both counties haw been bit hard by
the recession and must contend with critical public safety issues on a. daily basis. In 2002. thousands Qf &¢feS in Gila
County were destrOyed in the massive Rodoo-Ch.cdiski Fire. With reliable fixed and mobile telecommunications
networks inplace, fire departmen~ police officers and area. reSidel1ts would be in a better pos~tion to prevent and
fight the devastating effects of these annual wild mea. .

In additionto wild tires, public safety officers mPinal County must contend with a high. volume of droS~king
s.nd chug trafficking related crime that bas led the Office ofNational Drug Control Policy to designate the county as
a High-Intensity Dn1g Trafficldns A.l'ea. (lIIDTA). Seamlesseommunication is essential to effectively ending the
production, manufacture. 1ransportation, and distribution ~f illegal drugs. Without the necessary telecommunications
infrastructure inplacc, Pinal County will continue to encounter difficulties in fighting the serious drug tmficking
problet:D5 that also harmfWly impact other. commwiitics in the Southwest. .

:
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These growing eeonQIDie development and public safety is&Ue$ make~ reliable access to telecomm~on.s
networks even more urgent. Over the past year, I have worked with the FCC, NTIA and RUS to brina to these areas

.the telec.ommumcations services AJ:nericans in urban and subutban areas have been a~le to access for years.

J

' AT&T is ready to deploy $400 million worth ofequipment that will improve telecommunications access in QUa and
Pinal Counties. Unfortunately, AT&T's expansion of infrastructure to benefit Gila and Pinal cannot besin until the

I ' • II" I. ,·'FeC"h:as"'5IIbmitted~decisi.on-regarding-A:Htel'-s-presencc1n"1\rizona.:lt-is-my-understandinS-that·the-FGG-is-c10se-to.
: issuing this decision and I simply.wanted 1D illustrate the challenges m.y constituents 'continue to face while this

situation remains 1W'esolvcd and AT&T is unable to install and activate deploya.ble infrasttueture.
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THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

ugu t 5 2010

H norabl Ann Kirkpatrick
. Hou of Repre entati e

J I Longworth Hou e Office Building
Wa hington, D. . 20515

Dear ongre swoman KirkpatIick:

Thank you for your letter urging prompt approval of AT&T' acqui ition fr m Verizon
Wirele s of P licenses and authorization a ociated with 79 market. The authorization
ar bing divested by Verizon Wirele sin connecti n with it acqui ition of ALLT L

orporation. As you note, many f the authOlization at i sue in this pro eeding concern
wireless operations in rural areas.

On June 22, 2010, the ommi i n ad pted a M morandum Opinion and Order
approving the tran action with c ndition . To en ure that approval of thi lran action erve the
publi inter t the ommi ion ad pted e eral ondition including conditi n relating to
r aming pre ervation of ervice on the Pin Ridge Indian Reservation, and a commitment by
AT T to divest 15 megahertz of pectrum in ne Michigan market. The ommi ion expect
that thi tran action will benefit con umer , particularly throughout much f rural merica, by
giving th mace to an array of additi nal ervice ffering.

I appreciat your inter t in thi Imp rtant maller. Please do not he itat t c nta t me if
you ha e further que tion .

incerely,

--------- .
Julius Gena how ki
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